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MONTANA WOLF PROGRAM
WEEKLY REPORT

To: Interested Parties
From: FWP Wolf Program Coordinator, Carolyn Simiég-461-0587)
Subject: Wolf Program Activities and Related Infaton, May 30 — June 5, 2009

Contributors to the Montana Wolf Weekly are Mont&ish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP), Universities,
USDA Wildlife Services (WS), the National Park See/(NPS; Glacier NP; Yellowstone National
Park will be reported in the Wyoming Wolf Weekli)$S Forest Service, Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes, and the Blackfeet Nation.

Highlighted activities relate to: monitoring, welflivestock interactions, outreach and education,
research, law enforcement, and other miscellantgiss of public interest. The Weekly Report will
be available on each Monday, covering the preweesk. It and other wolf program information
(including the 2008 annual report) can be foundhdip://fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/wolf/default.html

Wolf Monitoring Activities

The field season is in full swing and FWP wolf §&fd volunteers out scouting and trapping. Lance
and Bradley have been trapping and scouting ifctst Fork of the Bitterroot. Laudon is working in
Glacier National Park.

FWP encourages hunters, landowners, and other @ugththusiasts to report wolves through the
online reporting button or to send in one of the-printed postcards available at all FWP offices,
many US Forest Service offices, and license prasitt@oughout the state. Information provided by
the public helps FWP more accurately monitor walfntbers and distribution in Montana.

Flights. None.

Wolf - Livestock Activities

On 6/1 WS investigated a calf killed on privatedan South Meadow Creek on the southeast end of
the Tobacco Root Mountains and confirmed it as l kilh Traps were set for a collar and release
effort. The ranch hand has seen 3 blacks in th& atime or two over the winter. It is unknown at
this time how many wolves or if there is pack atfiin this area.

On 6/4 WS investigated a steer thought to be kitgavolves in the Little Snowies. Necropsy results
showed no sign of hemorrhaging from predation &edsteer was scavenged on (possibly by a bear).
WS updated the landowner on the regulations teeptditvestock. Sightings of up to three wolves have
been reported in the area during late winter/esphing of 2009.



On 6/4 WS confirmed 7 ewes killed and 3 ewes imjurg wolves near Martinsdale (an additional ewe
was found dead on 6/5). On 6/5 WS confirmed 3 dem#ts and one buck injured, 8 dead lambs and 5
injured lambs by wolves — again Martinsdale (twahef injured lambs do not look like they will
survive). The second landowner took a picture gifay wolf on the property on 5/31 and told a story

of their dog nose to nose with the wolf with no ftigh It was hard to tell if the wolf had a collar

not. On 6/6 fladry was strung around pastureth places, which are about 8 miles apart. Nooradi
collars were heard in the area on tHeo56". WS has been authorized to remove two wolvedl. Ki
permits for two wolves were issued to both landawne

Outreach and Education Activities
On 6/3, Sime gave a presentation about wolves amatdha’s program at a meeting of the Burros
Club in Butte. About 25 people attended.

Research Activities
Nothing to report.

Law Enforcement and Related Activities
On a 5/27telemetry flight, SW265M collar (Baker Mountain fawear Big Timber) was found on
mortality mode. The collar was retrieved on 5/28 aause of death is under investigation.

On 6/2, Idaho Fish and Game biologists contacted® @ said that one of the radio collars in the
Fish Creek pack was found on mortality mode. Tise Ereek pack is a border pack shared between
ID and MT, and IDFG has been working on placing en@dio collars in the pack via darting. IDFG
will plan to investigate and determine if it istzes collar or the wolf is dead.

Other

The FWP Wolf Program is recruiting to fill a seaabiield conservation technician position. The job
is based in Missoula and will be filled on or nad after July 1. Application materials includstate
application, supplemental questions, and refereheeks. The closing date is June 15, 2009. Apply
online, see:http://fwp.mt.gov/doingBusiness/employment/currgpe@ings.aspx

NEW -- Dédlisting Litigation Formally Sarts

On June 2, a coalition of 13 groups, representethédyaw firm EarthJustice, challenged the USFWS
delisting decision in Federal District Court in Maila (§' Circuit). The complaint alleges the
USFWS delisting decision was an arbitrary and caquis violation of the federal Endangered Species
Act for a variety of reasons. A request for aipnedary injunction (which if granted by the Court,
would keep federal ESA protections in place duthmglitigation) has not been filed at this time.
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks will seek to intenein the Missoula Court on behalf of the State of
Montana. Montana supports federal efforts to telaves.

Additionally, the State of Wyoming filed a lawsiritthe 18" Circuit (Cheyenne Wyoming)
challenging USFWS's rejection of Wyoming'’s regulgtframework and state plan.

Background for Montana

On May 4, gray wolves in Montana were delisted.n€awvation and management are guided
by Montana laws, administrative rules (ARM 12.9.13012.9.1305), and the state’s federally-
approved plan. Wolves in Montana were automatigaitiassified to a “species in need of
management” statewide on May 4. The gray wolfrtdqrted statewide, though individual
wolves may be hazed, harassed, or killed if seéwedyg attacking, killing, or threatening to
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kill livestock. Incidents must be reported andread! be investigated. Wolves may also be
killed to protect human life. See the FWP wolf welge for a Fact Sheet and answers to
frequently asked questions about delisting. ThéPRMéIf web page also has information
about state law and regulations and what livestoahkers can do to protect livestock. See:
http://fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/wolf/default.html.

Montana 2009 Wolf Hunting Season: FWP and the FWP Commission continue efforts to kbgvand
prepare for a potential 2009 season. The seasaise previously adopted by the FWP Commission
is still in place for a potential fall 2009 seasdut FWP and the FWP Commission must still essabli
a quota (the total number of wolves that coulddben by hunters) for 2009. The public is being
asked to comment on a range of statewide rangagwb26, 75, and 165 that would be partitioned
out to a total of three Wolf Management Units. Qoent is also being sought on creation of a North
Fork Flathead subunit subquota of 2 wolves thatldvapply to the total quota established in Wolf
Management Unit 1.

Pubic comment will be accepted through 5pm JuneFMP expects to make a final quota
recommendation for FWP Commission considerationfavad action on July 9. To comment
electronically, follow this link:http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/default.htnand look for the “Proposed
2009 Wolf Quotas and Subquota” bullet and clicktualink.

Written comment will also be accepted via postail @ must be received by 5pm June 19: Drop
comments off in person or mail to: FWP, Wildlifevidion, Wolf Quota Comments, PO Box 200701,
Helena, MT 59620. Written letters can be submiitetheir original format electronically at theki
above.

Montana Livestock Loss Reduction & Mitigation Board:
Nothing to report. The program coordinator camdsehed at 444-56009.

To learn more about Montana's wolf population,Mwntana program and to help FWP monitor
wolves by reporting wolf sign, visit FWP atww.fwp.mt.gov/wildthings/wolf
To anonymously report a dead or injured wolf opgased illegal activity, call: 1-800-TIP-MONT.

To request an investigation of injured or deaddteek, call USDA Wildlife Services directly in
western Montana / Helena area at 458-0106 or iieeablontana at the statewide office: 657-6464.
Or, call your nearest FWP representative to hawe gall referred to Wildlife Services.

If you have a confirmed or probable livestock Idsg to wolves, USDA Wildlife Services will supply
you with a copy of the Loss Reimbursement Applmafiorm. For more information, see
http://liv.mt.gov/liv/ILM/index.asp Or, contact the Livestock Loss Reduction andddtion Program
Coordinator George Edwards at the Montana Depattofdrivestock at 444-5609.
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